
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF BROWNSTOWN 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2022 

 

The regular meeting of the Charter Township of Brownstown Parks and Recreation Commission 

was held at the Brownstown Community Center, 21311 Telegraph Road, on Thursday, 

November 3, 2022.  The meeting was called to order by Chariman Grady at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT:  Members Grady, Giammalva, McCoy, St. Louis, Tuokkola and Director Graves. 

ABSENT AND EXCUSED:  Kecskes 

MINUTE APPROVAL:  Motion of St. Louis, supported by McCoy, to approve the Parks and 

Recreation minutes of October 6, 2022.   All present voting aye. 

AGENDA APPROVAL:  Motion of McCoy, supported by Tuokkola, to approve the Parks and 

Recreation Commission agenda of November 3, 2022, as submitted.  All voting aye. 

TOWNSHIP FEEDBACK: 

Graves reported that she had a lot of positive feedback on all of the Halloween Events.  Members 

commented that the Trick or Treat Trail went especially well.   Nearly everyone that came through 

were very polite children and families.   

 

PROJECT REPORTS: 

Graves reported that she is working on the Spark Grant, which opened on October 24th.  The 

deadline is December 19th and she expects to submit it long before then.   There will be deadlines 

to resubmit in the near future if necessary.   She believes the larger amounts are awarded next 

year, so she will not be concerned if we don’t get awarded the first time through.    

As previously stated, the Halloween Events were very well attended.  More than 80 for the 

Hocus Pocus movie.   The Event Center may not be the best location for an indoor movie.   It 

was pretty packed out.   The Haunted Trail put on by the Brownstown Firefighters had over 420 

participants.  It was a good charity fundraiser for them.  Sunday’s Trick or Treat Trail had over 

1000 participants.   Graves stated that she will start with more candy next year and keep the 

coffee station inside with the donuts since that was the biggest hold-up in the line.   

  

The Tree Lighting Event on December 1st will be from 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.   Commissioners 

were asked to meet at the Community Center at 5:30.   The Vendor show begins at 5:00.  Graves 

is working on the layouts for the Indoor and Outdoor activities.  She was happy to report that her 

original goal of $10,000 in sponsorships was met this week.   Giammalva asked about receiving 

donations from businesses in other communities and was told would accept them but have not 

requested them from other communities. 

 

Breakfast with Santa is December 10th from 9:00 AM until noon.  Details will be discussed at the 

next meeting, after the Tree Lighting.   The Kiwanis and some of our Seniors will be cooking 

and serving breakfast.  Pre-registration is required.   

 

 



Recreation Commission 

November 3, 2022, Page 2 

 

 “A Visit with Santa” will be held after the Breakfast with Santa from 2:00-4:30 PM.   This event 

is in partnership with the Police Department and Mimi’s Mission.  There will be low-sensory 

games, crafts & activities.  Pre-registration will also be required to insure that each child receives 

a goody-bag with snacks & figets.     

 

DIVISION REPORT: 

The Woodland Heights shelter is complete.   Unfortunately, we have already had graffiti and 

have had to paint.   

The Thorn Park bridge railing was completed before Halloween weekend. 

New equipment is scheduled for installation at Dawnshire Park on December 5th. 

 

2022 PROGRAMS: 

All of the regular Fall Programs are scheduled and registration is on-going for the next sessions: 

Archery, Dance, After School Drawing, Soccer, Karate, Cardio Drumming, Yoga and Swim 

Lessons.    

Ski club is looking for volunteers.  The previous volunteer directors have had to step down.  We 

will need to replace them to continue the program.    

Zumba and Cornhole will start in Janurary. 

About 30 of our Seniors enjoyed a Harvest Tea on Monday.   The Grand  Experience trip had 17 

people and we received great feedback on that.   We are hoping to sell 30 seats for next year’s 

Grand Experience.    

Coming in November and December:  VanGough Exhibit at the Detroit Institue of Arts,  

Pancake Breakfasts, Pleasure Seekers, Travel Club, Red Hatters, Exercise, Franklin Park Mall 

trip, Eastern Market Trip, Craft Day, Holiday Brunch and more. 

Congregate meals have resumed on Monday thru Thurday every week.    

OTHER BUSINESS:  

After a brief discussion, Grady requested that Graves check on the Attendance policy. 

Giammalva reported damage at Fairway Villa Park.   He also asked if who puts the information 

on the sign at the Gibraltar Road Fire station.    

Grady led a discussion on some of the changes for the 2023 Commission Plan.   

Graves would like to promote “Kids to the Park Day” on the 3rd Saturday of May, beginning in 

2023 with Thorn Park. 

Motion of St. Louis, supported by McCoy to recommend approval of the changes to the 2023 

Recreation Commission Plan.   All present voting aye.  Motion approved. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  
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